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A SERIOUS AFFAIR. !

In always an Inscrutable mystery
IT everybody why other people

For our own llttlo argu-
ments tliero Is always, of course, good,
aound and sufficient reason; for the dis-
putes of other folks the excuse appears
ever absurdly Inadequate. Why, for
Instance, young Urclg and Miss Etslo
Norman, both returning from India on
tho Bengal, should break off with amaz-
ing suddenness their engagement just
as tho Bengal was ncarlug the Bay of
Biscay It was not easy to see.

But they did.
"And I suppose," said young Gretg,

with a faco that looked less bronzed
than usual, "that nothing I can say will
alter your decision? Your mind Is quite
made up?"

"It always Is," declared Miss Nor-ma-

She held tightly to tho brass rail and
looked away at tho spot In the dlstanco
which represented Spain. It Is best
when quarreling with anyono you hare
cared for not to look at that person's
eyes.

"I particularly wish that, for the time
that we shall uavo to travel together,
we shall see as llttlo of each other as
possible. Wo can easily say 'good-b-

at Plymouth."
"It will not bo easy for me," said

Henry Grclg. "I am not used to saying
good-b- y to anyono that I that I have

M

"You should be glad of a now experi-
ence, Mr. Qrelg, It's a precious thing
nowadays."

"You're not yourself this morning,
Elsie."

"1 wish I wcro not!" sho exclaimed,
with a sudden chango of manner. "If I
were some one elso I wouldn't be so un-
happy. Hero Is Mrs. Kenton. Sho
mustn't see my eyes. This Is tho last
time wo shall speak to each other. Good
byl"

"But, I say, Isn't there somo means
"

Elsie Norman held out her hand.
Grieg pressed It and sho turned and
went below. Mrs. Kenton sank Into
ber deck-cha- ir carefully, as stout ladles
do, and seemed gratified when tho deck
chair only creaked complalnlngly and
did not give way.

"Mr. Grelg, pray cotuo here at once.
Miss Norman monopolises your time
to such an extent that we poor womon
see nothing of you. Sit down here at
once and tell me all about yourself."

"It Is an uninteresting subject," said
Grelg, pulling another deck chair to the
aide of Mrs. Benton.

"Tell me a secret, then. I'm exceed-
ingly fond of secrets. When are you
going to marry Miss Norman?"

"Never."
"Never? Of course you'ro both young,

but that seems a long tlmo to wait,
doesn't It? Mr. Van Strauten said "

"Van Straaton Is an old-fo- of the
kind they make In Germany, I shall
have to ask Van Straaten not to Inter-Cer- e

with my affairs."
"His servant Hans Is a quoer youth.

He looks after tho diamond samples, I
suppose."

"I haven't scon Hans. But Van
fltranten Is tho sort of old nuisance
that ought to be labolod, Ilka somo of
the luggago, 'Not wantod on voyage' "

"Ho always speaks very highly of
Miss Norman," romarked Mrs. Ron-
ton, thoughtfully.

"Why shoudn't ho?"
"Precisely. Sho Is very charming, no

doubt But sho should remember that
ho Is only a girl after all."
"That fact has not escaped notlco,

Mrs. Kenton."
'Mrs. Kenton looked complacently

down tho undulating sccno that her
plump figuro furnished, and lifted first
one small foot and then tho other from
under tho hom'of her yellow skirt, The
number appeared to bo correct, for Mrs.
Kenton, having mentally audited them,
sighed with satisfaction.

"There Is such a thing," said the
widow, confidentially, "as common
sense."

"I know Cheap and

"No, no. Sonse.
"I wonder whero, Mrs. Ronton?"
"It Is not for mo to toll you where,"

answered Mrs. Renton, modestly; "all
than I can say Is that you don't And It
with young girls. At tho age of, say 80,
somotlmes, now, you find a girl or,.
perhaps, I should say a woman, ad-
mirably fitted to bo a companion for a
enslblo man,"
"Tho popular projudlce," remarked

Grelg, "Is nevertheless, oddly enough,
In favor of girls of SO, sometimes." Ho
looked up. "What In the world Is tho
matter with Van Straaten?"

Tho old German, with his plnco-nc- z

awry pinching tho end of his nose, was
coming excitedly up the gangway.

"Vere Is tho captain?" ho screamed.
"I Insist Prlng mo all at once tho cap-

tain."
The captain of tho Bongal hurried up.

In a few words of manglod English Mr.
Van Straaten explained. A group of
Interested passengeravtood around.

"I talk to Miss Norman for loedlo
time," crlod Mr. Van Straaten. "I go
then to my gabln; I find there my pre-
cious diamonds vanished."

"They can't have gono far, sir," said
the captain.

"They have no need to go at all. Eight
thousand bounds' vorth all gone. I
must know how queekly who baa stole
them alretty."

"Any suspicion?" asked the captain.
"I am not so sure. I am not so

suro."
"Any person on board sco them?"
"Von person only. Mr. Grclg, If you

please, come hero. I show you my pro-clo-

diamonds, ain't It, two days after
we leave Calcutta?"

"That's so," said Grelg, cheerfully.
"And very magnificent diamonds they
were. I remember telling you that I
wished one or two wero mine, so that
I might give them to "

Ho stopped.
"I suppose we shall have to search

the cabins," said the captain of the Ben-
gal. "It's a fearful nuisance, ladles
and gentleman; but It can't be helped.
May we begin with yours, Mr. Grelg?"

"I really don't know," protested
Grelg, "why I should have my cabin up-
set and turned out Just because "

"I desire that Mr. Craig's cabin should
be searched," said Mr. Van Straaten,
Insistently.

"That setUes It, then," aald Henry
Grelg, carelessly. "Fire away. I'll
come down with yon."

The crowd went below and stood In
tho corner while the examination was
progressing. Elsie Norman, hearing
tne noise, left ner aunt, and, rather red
at eyes, carao forward. Tho captain,
Mr. Van Straaten, the chief stoward
and Henry Grelg reappeared at the
door of the cabin. Tho old German
bore a leather case very carefully In
his arms.

"The diamonds have been found," an
nounced tho captain of the Bengal,

"We shall not have to trouble
you, ladles and gentloman."

They were only ordinary folks, ratti-
er bored by the tedlousness of tho Jour-
ney from Calcutta, and they could not
holp showing a certain relish over tho
diversion.

"Most painful affair, really."
"Case found under tho pillow In tho

berth."
"Scorned such an honest fellow, too."
"My dear," said Mrs. Renton, bitter-

ly, "It don't do to trust any ono nowa-
days. You nover know who's who."

"But you'd think really on a P. and
O. steamship "

"I'm sorry for that poor Miss Nor-
man. She was engaged to htm, you
know."

"Ob, that's broken off quite definitely.
I heard ber tell the old German so. The
old fellow asked her what was the mat-
ter, and she told him. Ho was a part-
ner of her father's, you know, and he
seemed much concerned about It You
see, dear, I wasn't exactly listening,
but

"But you heard, dear that's the main
point Come Into my cabin and see my
new serge dress."

They went aft leaving Grelg at the
door of bis cabin. He was holding the
sides to prevent himself from falling.
Othor passengers went past hl3 cabin,
hooping carefully to tho other side of
tho narrow corridor. None ef them
spoke to blm, but they all spoke to each
other.

"What does this mean?" cried Henry
Grelg. "Do they suspect mo of "

"Harry t"
A soft, white hand on bis arm, with

a kindly pressure. Ho turned and seiz
ed It gladly.

"Elsie! Aren't you, too going to fol-

low them?"
"Tell mo first what It'all means."
It did not tnko blm long to put that

girl Into possession of the facts. Her
face flamed red with Indignation.

"And thoy daro to think that you
would do a thing llko that?"

"Well," said Grelg, uneasily, "they
found the things there, you see. It's
circumstantial ovldonce of rather an
awkward kind. But I needn't tell you,
Miss Norman "

"My namo Is still Elslo."
"My dear girl, I needn't tell you that

I shouldn't dream of taking poor old
Van Straatcn's diamonds, nor anybody
elso's."

"I'm qulto sure of that, Harry. I
must soe him about It." She replnnod
her straw hat with a decided air. "Wo
two must stand together now, whatever
happens."

"Elsie, hadn't you better let me fight
It out alone? The truth Is nearly suro
to come out sooner or later, and "

"In tho meantime, dear, you will have
to forget our stupid quarrel of this
morning. I was quite wrong."

"So was I," said Grelg, promptly,
A man has no business to kiss a girl

as she Is ascending the gangway of a
P. and O. steamship. It has boou done,
no doubt on more than one occasion,
but It Is nearly always au act to be con-
demned by right thinking people who
have not had tho chance of committing
the crime. Nevertheless, If it Is at any
time to bo pardoned, it was lu the In-

stance at present In question.
"But," said tho astonished Mrs. Ren-to-n

to her companion, "I thought you
said, my dear, that tholr engagement
was all off."

"Sho certainly said so. Why should
'sho bo so affectionate with blm now,
aftor this scandalous affair, goodnoss
only knows."

"Au, my dearl Girls aro queer crea-
tures."

There were a fow hours of mixed feel-
ings for Mr. Grelg of tho Eastern bank.
It was terrible to feel this suspicion
hanging over blm, to watch the looks

least at blm by the passengers, to ob
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serve Mr. Van Stntftten's almost com!
appcara'neo of Injury. On the other
hand, It was delightful to feel that closo
to him In this time of stress, as he sat
on deck or strolled up and down, was
n cheerful young person In her very
best spirits. Tho bay mcanwhllo sym-
pathetically behaved lu a manner quits)
exemplary.

"I am astonished, my tear," said Mr.
Van Straaten, severely, "that you
should bo frlcntty with Mr. Grelg after
what has habbened alretty. I strongly
advlso you to glf him up. You told mo
you had decided "

"I'vo changed my mind," she said
definitely. "Women folks aro not good
at a lot of things, but wo do know how
to chango our minds."

Mr. Van Straaten lifted his hat and
turned nway. The old gegtlemnn, when
ho xfaa n few paces off, deemed agitat-
ed so much so that ho had to pat his
eyes gently with his scarlet handker-chlc-

He called to ono of tho sailors:
"Dell my man Hans to cotuo up In-

stantly."
Much commotion after tho appear-

ance of the stolid-face- d Ilaus. A rush
toward that part of tho ship by all tho
passengers on deck. Swift talking In
German. Considerable temper on the
part of Van Straaten; penitent words
from Hans.

"Mr. Grelg," cried tho old German,
"comtf, hero directly. And Miss Nor-
man. Listen to this horrceblo man of
mine. I haf lost also my fiatbox. I ask
him where It Is, and ho replies that ho
think ha place It by mlstako lu Mr.
Grelg's gabn. Is It not so, Hans?"

Sorrowful acknowledgment from the
profusely penitent Hans. Mr. Van
Straaten raised his voice:

"Then I say to lilin: 'Is It possible
that you garelcss schoundrel you plac-
ed also by mistake tho diamond box
In Mr. Grelg's gabln? And ho say,
Yes.'"
Quito a noisy cheering from the as-

sembled passengers. pressing for-
ward to congratulate Grelg. He, de-
lighted beyound question, tamed to El-

slo Norman:
"You don't regret being counsel for

my defense, young Portia?"
"You aro Just the client I like."
"And respecting this morning?"
"Slrl I do not respect this morning.

Let's look forward."
They walked forward.
"Dot was a good drlck of nine," said

Mr. Van Straaten, as he watched them.
He wiped his glasses carefully. "1
know It would answer. I was once, a
long tlmo ago, In lovo mlneself." St
James Budget

The Indian Swell.
A long-skirte- d tunic or frock of white

muslin, close-fittin-g white trousers, and
a rose-colore- d turban with a broad band
of gold laco and tall, flashing plumo of
dark feathers and gold filigree, were the
salient points. Other accessories were
tho sword belt, crossing his breast and
encircling bis waist, of dark green vel-
vet, richly worked with unalloyed gold,
and thickly studded with emeralds,
rubles and brilliants; a transparent
yellow shield of rhinoceros bide, with
knobs of black and gold enamel; a sash
of stiff, gold lace, with a crimson thread
running through tho gold; bracelots of
tho dainty workmanship known as
Jcyporo enamel, thickly Jeweled, which
he woro on his wrists and arms; and
there wcro strings of dull, uncut stones
about his neck.

Tho skirts of bis tunic were platted
with many folds and stood stiffly out
llko tho skirts of a "premiere dansouse"
In ballet and when be mounted his
horse a servant on either side held them
so that they might not be crushed.
Four volots had charge of this costume,
and It took them some time to array
their master. The trappings of the
horse were scarcely less elaborto; his
neck was covered on one side with all-v-

plates, and his mane, which bung
on the other side, was braided and
lengthened by black fringes rollevod by
silver ornamonts.

White yaks' tall bung from beneath
tho embroidered saddle cover on both
sides, and his head, Incased In a head-
stall of white enameled leather and
silver, topped with tall nlgrottos, was
tied down by an embroidered scarf In
order to glvo bis neck the requisite
curve.

Beyond Ills Means.
The Chicago Herald tells an amusing

bit of experience which oue of that
city's bonovolent men had with a beg
gar. Tho gontloman has a regular
staff of "visitors," to whom ho gives
alms according to their needs and his
ability. Thero Is ono old fellow whose
calls are as punctual as tho sun.

On a recont occasion this mau accost-
ed Mr. O, as usual, aud recolvcd from
him a half-dolla- r.

Tho beggar took It, thankod tho don-

or, and turned toward tho door. Be-

fore reaching It, however, ho seemed to
bo considering a matter very sorlously.
Ho hesitated, stopped, and then turned
to Mr. O. again, saying, "Excuso me,
sir, I would llko to ask you a ques-
tion."

"Well, what Is It?" asked Mr. G.
"It Is this. Every month for years

past you havo given mo a dollar, but
to-da-y I conio, and you give mp only
fifty cents. How Is that?"

"Well, I'll toll you," said Mr. G smil-

ing "I havo had some
unusually heavy expenses this month.
My eldest daughter got married, and
tho outlay for her trousseau, etc., has
compelled mo to retrench In every di-

rection."
"Ah, yes, I sco," said the beggar.

"But, Mr. O., I really can't afford to
contribute toward your daughter's wed-

ding expenses."

Science Versus Custom.
In Hungary, whero it Is the custom

for school children to kiss the hand of
their teachers on coming and going, the
Board of Education has forblddeu the
practice for tho future. Tholr decision
Is based on a declaration of tho Sani-
tary Council to tho effect that kissing
Is a dangerous proceeding always,
from a sanitary point of vlow, and
should not bo practiced unless abso-

lutely necessary, as It Is a certain
means of carrying Infection, especial-
ly In the caso of small children.

Consistency.
"Now, you must not repeat this," said

Jones to Smith, aftor retailing a choice
bit of scandal. "Ob, certainly not,"
said Smith. "How did you happen to
hoar It?" "My wife told mo. She Is
Just like any womau cannot keep a
secre1. of course"

f. C. VIERLINQ, President.

ap Mir aifl Mill WfCii.
MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN

FINEST QUALITIES OF

MECHANICAL
RUBBER GOODS

OP EVERY DESCXMPTIOIV.

GENERAL RAILWAY AND ML SUPPLE

Pure Oak Tanned Leather Belting.

8 1 2 Dearborn Street,
Telephone

CHICAGO.

The Best of Everything for Chicago.

The Civic Federation
OUT CHICAGO.

Tin Main 1 102. 517 first National Bank Buildina.

WILLIAM T. BAKER, President.
BERTHA HONORS PALMER, First Vice PrtsMss.
JOHN J. McORATH, Second Vies President.
RALPH M. BASLBY, Secretary.
EDWARD S. DRBYBR, Treasurer.

Tat Civic Ftdiration Aims to Focalizs All tht Ftross Now
Laborini to Advancs the Political, Municipal, Philan- -'

throplc, Industrial and Moral Interests of Chicago.

Sack Buaca el Wark Is Placed la the Harts of CaaalHea el SaeclaHtU, Caa
HttM New Belaf at Work aa the FeUewlag Uses:

The selectloB of honest, capable men
to govern the city. State and munici-
pal legislation for Chicago. Honest
elections. A general Interest In the pri-

maries.

Clean streets and alleys prompt re-ov- al

of garbage Improved urban
traffic less smoko--mo-re water hon-

orable police cheaper and better ac-

commodations for tho pcoplo of Chica-
go In all directions elevation of rail-
road tracks, etc.

Establishment of Boards of Concili

E F. 0AU1GHEB, Frc,

GALLAGHER FLORAL CO..

FLOWERS AND DEOORATION8.
Wabash Are. and Monroe St., and Michigan Ay.

TELEPHONE MAIN 2358. GREENHOUSES, 5649 WASHINGTON AT

SIMON COGHLAN.

Harrison

THE

1852

Development

SCHUBERT,

SIMON COGHLAN &

tO rCDO Fclt' Composition

iTvvr Ln9 and Gravel

Thirty-fir- st St.,
Nenr Htcvto St.

Yard-3229-3- 231 Lowe Ave.
South 088.TELEPHONES:! Public, South 740.

THOS.

Making n Stir.
Peoplo who aro continually sighing

over vrrougs nover inoud them. Hut
thoso who actively resent Injustice ot
any kind, anil exert themselves to do
nwny with It, will ottun forco other
pcoplo Into activity In sheer self-do- .

fenso. Tho other peoplo would llko to
sit quiet nnd tnko it out In sighing, hut
thoso euergotlc fussors will not let
them. At hut, to get rid of tho ngl
tators, they rouso up, go to work with
11 will, nnd accomplish what Is asked of
thorn for tho snko of tho peaco they
obtain thorehy. But wliatovcr tholr
motlvo, all mauklud has tho beuellt.
It Is uot only well to got wrongs
It Is also well to got sluggish peoplo
stirred up occasionally.

Unbridled sometimes leads
to tho halter.

(IIS.

ation, Pnblle Loan Bweav, Employ
meat Agencies, etc.

of tho Central Relief
Association to a thorough systemlsa
tlon of tho organised charities of Gal
cago.

The suppression of gambling, obsceao
literature, etc.

Ample school facilities Improve!
methods In teaching, and tho develop
ment of a greater Interest la tho
schools by the parents.

JOHN C, Sic. U. Treat,

. J. WALL

Chicago.
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CO.,

Offlce-3- 41

m m 1 hi
3622 S. WESTERN AVE.
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Franklin MaoVoagh.
Wayna MaoVaagh.

Ml W & ft,

IMPORTERS

Manufacturers and Jobbers
oar

GROCERIES

Wabash Ave. and

W. M. HOYT COMPANY,

WHOLESALE GROCERS!
HfPOBTUS AXD JOBBZM Of

TT jEsdCVsaS
Kb.1, 3,5, n 9 Ittn

FRANK WENTER, Frei. A Treat.

THE F. WENTER CO.
lUNUrACTCaiM OF

Hat Racks, Cabinets, &c
Salesroom and Factory. W. St.

AL.
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to 9

A.
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BROS.
Manufacturing Co.,

OP

...Pine Furniture.
281 Superior Court,

SAMUEL80N.

SAM9ELS0N
xwr

Rollfc. Kayo.
Waltar

14th

Lake St.,

ati. aim Blra Strut

SCHR0ETER,

...Chicago.
WE8TMAN.

& WESTMAN,

ARCHER AVE.

HORN

MANUrACTUHER8

3Dzn.Axj:nxt.0

Chanallar.

109-11- 5

Furniture and Carpets,
Stoves, Office Desks, Hirrors, Etc.

Picture Frames Made to Order. Repairing on Short Notice.
t

X-4J- J mid. 1-- 13 XSnmt Oliioaijaco Avenue.

HENRY STUCKART,
--DEALER IN--

FURNITURE
Carpets, Parlor Goods, Crockery, Chamber

Suits, Lace Curtains and Shades.
Telephone South 382, 2517

.

g-- V

4yiitgv ,! ,,.ji

- -

A.
T.

W. Sicrttoy.

ED.

mL- -

sZ0Z2ulm

LUlfMlH

i.."WTapB-j-f-jj---.---.!. w

wzryt

igHflmra;'


